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BY A COMMITTEE OF THE CONFERENCE. 


‘Cape Cod Community College Library 


° YARMOUTHPORT : 


PRESS OF THE YARMOUTH REGISIER, 


NOTE. 


The Committee have not sought to recast the history of the 
Churches, as published in the Manual of 1846. They have 
abridged parts of that Manual, corrected some errors, supplied 
some dates, and adopted the geographical order in the arrange- 
ment of the Churches, as more natural than the alphabetical 
order there employed. In addition to this, their only effort 
has been to complete the account of each Church to Be pre- 
sent time. 

They now submit the result, with gratitude to the God of 
Zion for those tokens of prosperity which the story of the last 
twenty years so plainly exhibits. 


JOS. B. CLARK, 
HENRY A. GOODHUE, 
JAMES P. KIMBALL, 


Committee of Conference. 
YsarRMOUTH. November 1. 1366. 


BARNSTABLE CONFERENCE. 


Its HISTORY. 


Tie Conference of Churehes in Barnstable county, was 
formed at Chatham, Oct. 28, 1828. No written Constitu- 
tion was adopted. The object of its formation, as seen 
by the records, was, ‘t to promote, both in ministers and 
churches, an increase of picty.” 

Although some changes have been made in relation to 
its meetings and its exercises, its object has continued 
essentially the same from its origin. 

A Constitution was adopted by the Confermee, at its 
meeting in Orleans, on Wednesday, April 26, 1837. The 
following was adopted at its annual meeting in Orleans, 
the second Tuesday in January 1845, being arevision of 
the Constitution previously existing, and as reported by a 
comnittee who had been antecedently appointed for that 
purpose, excepting a few amendments, which wae adopted 
at its mecting in Nantucket, on the second Tuesday of 
June 1846, 


CONSTITUTION. 


Anrricte I, This Conference shall be called the Barn- 
stable County Conference of Congregational Churches. 

Arr. II. This Conference shall consist of the pastors 
and ministers of the Evangelical Congregational churches 
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in Barnstable, Nantucket, and Dukes counties, and two 
lay delegates from each church that has a pastor or min- 
ister, or three lay delegates from each church that has no 
minister. 

Art. III. . Other ministers and lay brethren who may 
be present at the meetings of the Conference, may be © 
invited to sit as honorary members, and take part in the 
deliberations, but not to vote. 

Art. IV. The object of this Conference shall be to 
promote intercourse and harmony among the churches, 
and more extensive co-operation in every good work. 

Art. V. Each church shall retain its individual rights 
and privileges, and no ecclesiastical power or authority 
shall ever be assumed by the Conference, or delegated to it. 

Art. VI. This Conference shall hold two meetings in a 
year; the first to commence on the third Tuesday of 
December, to be considered the Annual Meeting ; and the | 
second to be held on the second Tuesday of June; each 
meeting of the Conference to be convened at 11 o’clock, 
A. M., on Tuesday, and to continue till 12 o’clock, noon, 
on Thursday. The Conference, at each meeting, to be 
organized by the choice of a Moderator, and, at the annual © 
meeting, of a Scribe. Its opening exercises to consist of 
an invocation, reading of the aii tienes and a song of 
praise to God. - | 

Arr. VII. At the annual meeting, the public exercises 
of Tuesday afternoon and evening, shall consist of such 
religious services as the Conference may determine at the 
time of its organization in the morning. The exercises 
for Wednesday shall consist of the anniversaries of the 
various benevolent societies, to be reported to the Confer- 
ence by the Committee of Arrangements, for their appro- 
bation, together with such devotional exercises as may 
be appointed at the time. On Thursday, in addition to 
any business of conference and devotional exercises, the 
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services shall consist of a conference sermon, succeeded 
by the administration of the Lord’s Supper, which shall 
close its public meetings. 

At the semi-cunnual meeting, besides the ordinary busi- 
ness, there shall be, on Tuesday afternoon, a meeting for 
prayer, followed by a pastoral address or sermon, by one 
previously appointed. In the evening, a report of the 
state of religion within the bounds of the Conference, con- 
nected with exercises of devotion. 

On Wednesday, in addition to devotional exercises, the 
time shall be devoted to remarks, suggestions, or discus- 
sions, pertaining to any subject or subjects which the Con- 
ference shall see fit to entertain, affecting the interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom in our own or foreign lands. 

On Thursday, 2 sermon, followed by the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper, shall close the public meetings of the 
Conference. 

The preacher of the Conference sermon to be appointed 
at each meeting of the Conference next preceding that at 
which it is to be delivered. 

Arr. VUT. At each meeting of the Conference, a eom- 
mittee of arrangements shall be appointed for the mecting 
next succeeding ; and to consist of the pastor or minister 
of the church with whom the next session is to be held, 
und two others. It shall be the duty of this committee to 
propose and arrange the business of the session, incon- 
formity to the general provisions of this Constitution, to 
report and bring forward all appropriate subjects, nominate 
the place for the next subsequent mecting, and the persons 
to deliver the Conference sermon and pastoral addiess ; 
and no resolutions or business shall be presented to the 
Conference, except through the hands of this committee, 
or until it shall have been subnitted to their consideration. 

Arr. IX. The seribe shall keep a faithful record of all 
the doings of the Conference, take charge of all moneys 
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which may belong thereto, and in connection with a special 
committee of two, appointed for the purpose, at any time, 
superintend the publishing of any doings of the Conference, 
and report thereon. 

Art. X. This Conference shall establish its own by- 
laws, subject to alteration at future meetings. 

Art. XI. Every Evangelical Congregational Church 
within the limits specified in Article Second, shall be fur- 
nished with a copy of this Constitution, and, having sent 
delegates to its meetings, shall be considered as connected 
with this Conference, until such time as a desire to with- 
draw is expressed to the scribe thereof, in writing ; which 
withdrawal shall be inserted on the records by the scribe. 

Art. XII. This Conference may interchange friendly 
intercourse, by delegation, with such other conferences as 
they think proper. 

Art. XIII. This Constitution may be amended at the 
annual meeting of this body, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
members present; provided a majority of the churches of 
the Conference are represented, or that the amendment 
had been proposed at a previous meeting. 


SYNOPSIS OF BUSINESS OF CONFERENCE. 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


December. 
Tuesday, A. M. 

1. Choice of Moderator. 2. Enrolment of members. 
3. Choice of aScribe. 4. Invoeation. 5. Read- 
ing of Scriptures. 6. Song of praise. 7. Report 
of Committee of Arrangements for exercises in 
the P. M. and evening. 8. Action of the Con- 
ference on said Report. 9. Adjournment. 

Tuesday afternoon session. 
1. Prayer and praise. 
2. Report of Committee of Arrangements for Wednes- 
day, and action of Conference thereon. 
3. Such public services as appointed in the morning. 
Tuesday evening session. 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Such other exercises as previously appointed. 
Wednesday morning. 

Customary to hold an early morning prayer-meeting. 
Wednesday forenoon session. 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Conference business, 

3. Anniversary exercises, as previously arranged. 

Wednesday afternoon session, 

1. Prayer and praise. 

2. Conference business: (1) appointment for next 
Conference sermon; (2) pastoral address; (3) 
place of next meeting; (4) committee of ar- 
rangements for same, 

3. Anniversary exercises, aspreviously arranged and 
reported. 


Wednesday evening session. 
1. Season of devotion. 
2. Other exercises, as provided by Committee ¢ 
Arrangements. 
Thursday morning. 
Sunrise prayer-meeting ; customary. 
Thursday forenoon session. 
. Prayer and praise. 
Conference business. 
. Sermon. 
Lord’s Supper. 
Adjournment. 


OU He SD NS es 


SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING. 
June. 
Tuesday, A. M. | 
1. Choice of Moderator, 2. Enrolment. of members, 
3. Invocation. 4. Reading of Scriptures. 5. 
Singing. 6. Report of Committee of Arrange- 
ments. 7. Action of Conference on said Report. 
8. Adjournment. 
Tuesday afternoon session. 
1. Meeting for prayer. 
2. Conference business. 
3. Pastoral address or sermon. 
Tuesday evening session. 
1. Prayer and praise. 
2. Report on state of religion. 
Wednesday morning. 
Usual early morning prayer-meeting. 
Wednesday forenoon session. 
1. Exercises of devotion. 
2. Conference business. 
3. Subjects of discussion as provided and reported 
previously by Committee of Arrangements. 
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Wednesday afternoon session. 
1. Devotion. 
2. Conference business; (1) appointment for next 
Conference sermon ; (2) place of next meeting ; 
(3) committee of arrangements for the same; (4) 
committee for the several benevolent objects 
which are regularly brought before the Confer- 
ence at the annual mecting. 
3. Discussion of subjects continued. 
Wednesday evening session. 
1. Devotion. 
2. Such other services as previously arranged. 
Thursday morning. 
Early morning prayer-mecting. 
Thursday forenoon. 
1. Season of devotion. 
2. Conference business. 
3. Conference sermon. 
4. Lord’s Supper. 
. Adjournment. 


qn 
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SANDWICH. 
CALVINISTIO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


The settlement of the town commenced as early as 
1637 by a number of families from Saugus or Lynn. They 
were accompanied by Rev. Wittiam Leveripes, “a man 
of great piety and meekness.” The church was probably 
organized in October 1639. In 1649 the number of male 
members was eleven. About this time Mr. Leveridge was 
dismissed. 

For some time after, the Church was destitute of a pas- 
tor, during which period several of the members imbibed 
the principles of the Quakers, and i in 1652, left the Church. 
The Church were left with but seven male members, and 
unable to obtain the settlement of a minister till 1675, a 
period of about twenty-five years ; during which time they 
had preaching but occasionally. | 

Rev. JoHN Samir was ordained in 1675, and continued 
as their pastor till 1689 ; when, in consequence of some ill 
treatment received, he asked his dismission, and by coun- 
cil had the connection dissolved. 

November 28th, 1694, Rev. Rownanp Corton, of Ply- 
mouth, was ordained as their pastor, — the ordination ser- 
vice being performed by John Cotton, Ichabod Wiswall | 
and Jonathan Russell. The Church then numbered ten 
male and twelve female members. Mr. Cotton continued 
his pastoral connection and labors till his death, March 18, 
1722, at the age of fifty-four, a period of about twenty-eight 
years. During his ministry, one hundred and nine mem- 
bers were received to the Church. 

Rey. Benjamin Fessenpen, of Cambridge, was eedniued 
September 12, 1722, and continued in the pastoral relation 
till his death, August 7, 1746, at the age of forty-four. 

Rev. ABRAHAM WILLIAMS, of Marlborough, was ordained 
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June 14, 1749, and continued his pastoral relation till his 
death, August 8, 1784, in his fifty-eighth year. During the 
thirty-five years of his pastoral labor, there were received 
to the Church two hundred and fifteen members. 

Rev. JonatHan Burr, of Bridgewater, was ordained April 
18, 1787. About the year 1811, there was much difficulty 
between Mr. Burr and a part of his Church and Society, he 
having changed his views of the doctrines of the Gospel and 
also of experimental religion. Mr. Burr being ejected from 
the meeting-house, went, with a large portion of the people, 
aul a great majority of the Church, and opened a meeting 
in a hall near by. Several ecclesiastical councils were 
called to settle these difficulties, but without giving satis- 
faction to either party. Bora CLAIMED TO BE THE First 
Cuurcn. By a Decision of the Supreme Court, the party 
holding the meeting-house were decreed to be the First 
Church, and to hold the funds of that body. That portion 
of the Church and Society which adhered to Mr. Burr, 
soon erected a new meeting-house, and Mr. Burr continued 
as their pastor till 1817, when he was dismissed at his. 
own request. After the change in Mr. Burr’s views of the 
doctrines of grace, and experimental religion, he was a 
very faithful and successful preacher of the Gospel; his 
labors were greatly blessed, and attended by powerful 
revivals of religion. Hedied August 2, 1842, aged eighty- 
five years. During his ministry there were added to the 
Church, three hundred and thirty-four members. 

Rev. Davip L. Hunn, of Longmeadow, was ordained 
February 28, 1818, and dismissed in 1830. In connection 
with his ministry, the Church was visited with seasons of - 
revival, and more than one hundred were added to its 
members, of whom sixty. were added in 1819. From the 
records of the Church as well as from other sources, it 
appears that Mr. Hunn was a strict disciplinarian and 
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conscientious and faithful in the discharge of the duties« 
his sacred office. 

Rev. AsaneL Coss was ordained March 18, 1831, am 
was dismissed in 1842 — an interesting work of grace wa: 
enjoyed by the Church in the early part of his ministry, 
and in 1832, about fifty united with the Church — twenty. 
six others were added at different periods afterwards in 
connection with his labors among the people. 

Rey. Gites Pease was the minister.of the church, with- 
out installation, from March 1842, to the Spring of 1847, 
In the spring and summer of 1842 God’s work was re 
vived, and twenty-three were added to the Church, and 
seven others at different periods afterwards in his ministry. 

At the time of his leaving there was a secession of a 
number of members, who organized themselves into the 
‘¢ Puritan Church,” which was destined to be only short 
lived. 

Rev. Exrtas WELLS was installed pastor July 28, 1847, 
A new house of worship was erected on the site of the old 
one in 1848, In the spring of 1849 a season of refreshing 
was enjoyed, and thirty were added to the Church. He died 
Sept. 9, 1853, at Charlestown, while temporarily absent 
from his people, greatly beloved by all as an earnest and 
faithful minister of Jesus. | 

Rev.P, C. Heaptey labored, without installation, for. 
three years from April 1854, and his efforts were very 
soon blessed in the conversion of many souls. During his— 
ministry forty-nine were added to the Church on profession 
of their faith. 

Rev. WiLL1aAmM CarrvrHeERs was ordained pastor June 16, 
1858, and.was dismissed Dec. 4, 1860. His labors were — 
not without precious fruit. 

_ Rev. Henry Kimpart was ordained pastor March 18, 
1862, and was dismissed Nov. 27, 1862, after a pastorate 
of only eight months. 
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Rev. Lutner H. AnGrer supplied the pulpit for one 
year from Jan. 1, 1863. 

Rey. Joun C. Paine was installed June 8, 1864, and is 
the present pastor (1866). 

Number of members of the Church, Sept. 3, 1866: 
males, 39; females, 84. Total, 123. 


SANDWICH, — MONUMENT. 
SECOND CHURCH. 


This Church was previously composed of members from 

the Calvinistic Congregational Church in Sandwich, who 
resided in the westerly part of the town. They became 
organized into a separate Church July 9, 1833. Males 7, 
females 26. Total 33. 
- Before the separation in the Church and Society in Sand- 
wich, as far back as 1784, there had been a meeting-house 
in Monument at which the town minister was accustomed 
to hold his religious service on the Sabbath once in so 
many weeks. Their new meeting-house was erected in 
1834. 

About two years before their separate organization, they 
acted by themselves, so far as to establish regular service 
at their own house of worship. During the time they had’ 
the services of many ministers for a short period each. 

Rev. Naruaniet Barger supplied them about a year 
after their organization. They were then chiefly unsup- 
plied for a year and a half. 

Rev. Danret Tappan supplied about six months, in ‘the 
year 1835, laboring half of his time in North Falmouth.. 
During this period there was a season of special religious 
interest, and eleven persons were added to the Church. 
Mr. Tappan was installed as the pastor of this Church,, 
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at 


December 16, of the same year, and, at his own request 
was dismissed July 24, 1838. 

Rev. SamureL Coisurn supplied the pulpit about two 
and a half years. 

Rev, Hazaet Lucas was installed pastor June 30, 1841, 
and dismissed at his own request, November 1845. In 
the second year of his ministry, the Church enjoyed a sea- 
son of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and twelve 
were added to their number by profession. 

Rev. Wt. Orrincer supplied the pulpit from February 
14, 1846, for about two years. 

Since that time the pulpit has been filled for a longer or 
shorter term by the following ministers:— Rev. Joseph 
Garland, Rev. Ezekiel Dow, Rev. Nathaniel Cobb, and 
Rev. Levi Little. 

The society were greatly afflicted in the loss of their 
Church edifice by fire, August 8, 1862. At present they 
have no house of worship, and no regular minister. Yet, 
during the past year, 1865-6, nine members have been 
added to the Church. 

Resident male aes, 4; female, 16. Total, 20. 


FALMOUTH. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


This town was incorporated in 1686. Rev. Samuen 
SHivericxK labored in this place as a minister previous to 
1700. He was succeeded by Rev. Josrrm Mercatr, in 
1707, who continued his labors with the people till his 
death, in 1723,—a period of sixteen years. He was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Jostan MarsnHatyi, who labored in the 
ministry with that people seven years, and was dismissed 
June 30, 1730, 

The Church is supposed to have been organized in the 
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latter part of the year 1708, about twenty persons, at that 
time residing in Falmouth, desiring and receiving letters 
of dismission from the Church in Barnstable, for organiza- 
tion into a Church of Christ. It is also supposed that 
neither of the above ministers were ever ordained over 
this Church. 

Rey. SamureL PAtmer was ordained pastor of the 
Church, November 24, 1731, from which time the regular 
Church records commence. His labors in the ninistry 
were faithful, and continued for forty-five years; during 
which time, two hundred and five persons were alded to 
the Church. He died April 1775, in the 68th year of his 
age. Ile was succeeded by 

Rev. Zesuton Butter, who was ordained Oct. 1775, 
and dismissed in July 1778. 

Rey. Isaran Mann was ordained January 1740, and 
continued his ministry eight years; during which period, 
twenty-nine persons were added to the Church. Ie died 
April 2, 1789, in the 30th year of his age. 

Rev. Henry Lincoin was ordained Feb. 38, 17490, and 
disinissed Nov. 26, 1823, during which period, of thirty- 
three years, four hundred and eleven were received into 
the Church. In the former part of his ministry, his relig- 
ious sentiments were lax and Arminian; but in about the 
year 1811, a great change took place in his viewsof the 
doctrines of the Gospel, and in his own heart ; after which 
he was a very plain and pungent preacher of the doctrines 
of grace and experimental religion, and great were the 
effects on the minds and hearts of his people. Revivals 
of religion were frequent and powerful. After his ¢dismis- 
sion he preached for a time in Dartmouth, and thea went 
to Nantucket to reside with his children, where le died 
May 28, 1857, aged 92. Ile was succeeded by 

Rey. Bensamin Wooprocry, who was ordained Jane 9, 
1824, and dismissed Sept. 19, 1833. He was a laborious 
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and faithful preacher and pastor, and was favored with 
seasons of revival. During his ministry of nine years one 
hundred and seven were received into the Church. He 
died in Ohio in'1845. 

Rey. Jostan Bent was installed Feb. 5, 1834, and dis 
missed Feb. 21, 1837, during which time fifty-nine were 
added to the Church. He was subsequently settled in 
Amherst, where he died October 1839. 

Rev. Henry B. Hooker, D.D. was. installed Feb. 21, 
1837, and dismissed June 16, 1858. During his ministry 
one hundred and eighty-three were added to the Church. 
After more than twenty years of devoted and successful 


labor as pastor and preacher, and as a discreet and influ. 


ential counsellor and co-laborer among the Churches of 
this part of the Commonwealth, he was called to the im. 
portant post of Secretary of the Mass. Home atacitiny 
Society, which he still occupies (1866). 

Rey. Wiiiiam Bares was installed June 16; 1858, and 
died Sept. 10, 1859. His brief ministry was earnest and 
full of promise, and was long enough to secure for him 
the confidence and love of the people. 

Rev. James P. Kimpatt was installed June 2, 1860, 
and is their present pastor. 


In the spring of 1862 there was a pleasant work of grace, 


wer ame 


and about twenty, mostly among the youth, gave their | 


hearts to the Saviour. In the winter and spring of 1866 
the Holy Spirit was poured out more abundantly, and not 
less then eighty were hopefully converted to Christ. Per- 
sons of all classes and of all ages were reached and blessed. 


The work commenced and was carried forward in the use 
of the ordinary means of grace. A peculiar interest | 


centred about the meetings of the town conference.* 
a 


* The four Congregational Churches in Falmouth met together December 
4, 1860, and formed a Town Conference, and since that time at least four 
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Number of members of the Church Sept. 3, 1866: males, 
66; females, 159. Total, 225. 


NORTH FALMOUTH. 


This Church was organized August 15, 1833, being com- 
posed of twenty-three members of the First and Second 
Churches residing in the northwesterly part of the town. 

The meeting-house was dedicated November 1, 1833. 

Rev. Paut Jewrrr was installed August 21, 1833, and 
dismissed June 25, 1834, and since that time the Chureh 
has had no settled minister. 

Rey. Dante, D. Tarran was acting pastor for about 
two years from October 8, 1834. 

In connection with his ministry in 1835 a powerful work 
of grace was enjoyed —1836 a similar blessing was 
bestowed. Forty-four were added to the Church through 
his instrumentality. 

After Mr. Tarran, Rey. Ginzon Dana supplied for about 
one year. 

Rey. Jomn Pree commenced his labors on the second 
Sabbath of November 1837, and continued with the people 
until August 16, 1840. Twelve members were added to 
the Church during his ministry. 

Rey. Cuartes C. Beaman began to preach October 24, 
1841, and continued till April 30, 1844. Eleven were 
added to the Church under his ministry. 

Rey. AsameL Cons began his labors May 1844, and 
closed them October 29, 18-48. 


—_—— 


meetings have been held ench winter, first at one church then at another. 
The meetings continue through th: day as on the Sabbath. They are 
opened by one of the pastors, and the conducted as an ordinary prayer and 
conference meeting. The Cunfereme met fourteen times in the spring of 
1866. 

Q* 
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Rey. Lorain REep supplied the pulpit from Decemba 
30, 1848 to April 1, 1850. 


, Rev. Naruanret Coss supplied eight months fron 
December 22, 1850. 

Rey. Cyrus Mann commenced his labors January 1), 
1852, and closed them May 21, 1856. Under his preach 
ing the Church was blessed with a powerful revival, and 
forty were added to its membership. 


Rev. Mr. Weston preached from August 11, 1857, to 


January 20, 1858, and was immediately succeeded by Rev. 
Levi Wuearon, who is still acting pastor (1866). In 


1859 there was an interesting revival in which many heads 
of families were brought into the Church. 


Number of members September 3, 1866: males, 81 : 


females, 67. Total, 98. 


EAST FALMOUTH. 


SECOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


This Church was organized June 20,1821. Rev. Smuas | 
SHORES was ordained as pastor July 31, 1822, and dis- }. 


missed June 17, 1828. After the dismission of Mr. 
Shores the pulpit was supplied by sundry ministers, of 
whom were Rev. Metancrnon G. sila and Rev. | 
JOHN HypDE. 

Rev. Timotuy Davis was installed as pantie July 1836, 
and dismissed in 1838. 

Rev. Witt1am Hartow was employed two years as 
stated supply. 

Rev. James D. Lewis commenced his labors with the 
Church October 15, 1840, and was installed in September 
1842. In 1841 the Society received, by will of Mr. Shu- 
bael Lawrence, ten thousand dollars as a fund for the 
support of the Gospel, on condition of repairing and 
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refitting their meeting-house, which condition was readily 
accepted. Mr. Lewis was dismissed December 7, 18-46. 

He was born in Falmouth, and continued to reside in 
town until his death. 

Mr. Sinas S. [ype was ordained pastor of the Church 
December 8, 1847, and was dismissed June 12, 1851. 

Rey. ©. G. Huprarp commenced his labors May 1, 
1852, and continued until the latter part of July, when he 
was seized by fatal sickness, and died August 14, 1852, 
ereatly lamented. 

Mr. A. C. Ciutps was onained pastor of the Church 
May 18, 1853, and dismissed October 9, 1855. 

Rey, GrorGr Forp, who had been a missionary to India, 
was installed pastor May 21, 1856, and dismissed April 
16, 1862. 

Rev. Epwin Seabury, who commenced his labors Octo- 
ber 1863, is at present acting pastor. | 

The Church was blessed vith a very interesting revival 
in the spring of 1866. Itwas a deep and quiet work, 
promoted and earried on in the use of the ordinary means 
of grace. ‘The personal eforts of the members of the 
church were very faithful. The change wrought in the 
parish was very great, for silvation came to almost every 
house, The Church is larger by more than half than it 
was before. 

Number of members September 8, 1866: males, 26, 
females, 43. Total, 69. 


WACUOIT. 
CONGREGATONAL CIIURCH. 
This Church was organize] Jan. 8, 1849, with cighteen 


members, all but one of whan previously belonged to the 
Church in Kast Falmouth. 


A house of worship had been previously erected and 
dedicated Feb. 2, 1848, 
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There has never been a settled pastor. Rev. Spencer 
F. Beanrp labored as stated supply from Oct. 14, 1848, to 
April 14, 1853. Under his ministry there was unusual 
religious interest, and thirty-two persons, twenty-six by 
profession, were admitted to the Church. 

Rev. Horace Pratr commenced his labors June 5, 1853, 
and closed them June 1, 1855. During his term of ser- 
vice five persons were added to the Church. 

Rey. Anson Husparp next supplied the pulpit from Oct. 
28, 1855, to May 1856, receiving one person into the 
Church. | 

Next, Rev. Levi Lirrre, preached for several months, 
and Rey. Job Cushman followed him for a few sabbaths. 

The society was then without a minister for nearly two 
years, until Oct. 1859, when Rev. Elijah Demond began 
his ministry, and continued it until April 1863. Twelve 
persons, eight by profession, were admitted to the Church. 

Rey. Davin Briguam, began his labors Oct. 11, 1863, 
and is now (1866) the acting Pastor. 

During the winter of 1863-4, a pleasant revival of reli- 
gion was enjoyed and as the fruits of it, fourteen were 
added to the Chureh. 

The year 1866 has been marked by a powerful work of 
grace — more than fifty persons have been hopefully con- 
verted — the child of ten years and the old man of sev- 
enty stand together as new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
The membership of this Church has been nearly doubled 
within the last three years. 

The means rendered effectual by the spirit of God in 
this revival were the ordinary means of grace, used by the 
pastor, with the faithful cooperation of the members of 
the Church and of the new converts. 

The town conference was greatly prized as helping for- 
ward the good work. 

Number of members of the Church Sept. 3, 1866: 
males, 27; females, 79. ‘Total, 106. 


BARNSTABLE, WEST. 
FIRST CHURCH. 


This Church was organized in the city of London in 
1616. The chief instrumentality in its organization was 
the Rev. Henry Jacon. We had been a minister of the 
Episcopal Church, and had left in consequence of its cor- 
ruptions. It is probable that he had been brought to the 
knowledge of the truth, under the preaching of the 
Puritans. Tor, subsequently to his secession from the 
Mnelish Church, he was subjected to persecution, which 
led him to flee from his native country to Leyden, in the 
south of Holland, to confer with the celebrated John Rob- 
inson, who,— in consequence of persecution for leaving 
the established church, and becoming pastor of a dis- 
senting congregation, removed with his Church, to Hol- 
land, in 1608. 

On the return of Mr. Jacob to England, he imparted to 
the most learned of the Puritans his design of setting up 
au separate congregation,— sumnoned together some of 
his friends, and obtained their consent to unite in church- 
fellowship for enjoying the ordinances of Christ in the 
purest manner, 

Having observed a day of solemn fasting and prayer 
for a blessing upon their undertaking, each of them made 
open confession of their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and, standing up together, they joined their hands and 
solemnly convenanted with each other, in the presence of 
Almighty God, to walk together in all God’s ways and 
ordinanees, according as he had revealed in his word, or 
should further make known to then. 

Thus they laid the foundation of Tie First INDEPENDENT 
CONGREGATIONAL Crtuncit In ENGLAND. 

What number composed this Church at its organization 
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is unknown. Mr. Jacob was elected as its pastor after it 
organization, and continued in that office but eight year 
In consequence of the violent persecution that ragei 
against him and his Church, he was constrained, in 1624. 
to leave them and his native country. He came to Amer 
ica and soon died. 

Rev. Joun Lornrop became the second pastor in 1625. 
He also had been a minister of the established church of 
England, and held the living of Edgerton in the county of 
Kent. Embracing the sentiments and views of the 
Puritans respecting church government, he renounced his 
orders, came to London, and, being chosen by the Church 
to succeed Rev. Henry Jacob as their pastor, became the 
second Independent Congregational minister in England. 
He continued the duties of the pastor of this little Church, , 
preaching and administering the ordinances, until April 
1632, (about seven years,) when they were discovered by . 
the Bishop’s servant, at the house of Mr. Humphrey ' 
Barnet ; when forty-two of them, with Mr. Lothrop, were * 
apprehended and cast into prison. They were there con- 
fined two years, when, upon bail, they were released, |} 
excepting their pastor, for whom this favor could not a 
obtained. _ : 

Archbishop Laud having rejected every petition for his & 
liberty, he petitioned the King, who granted it on con- § 
dition that he should leave the kingdom. He came to 
New England in 1634, with thirty-four of his Church and | 
congregation. They settled first in the town of Scituate, | 
and from thence, in 1639, he removed, with a majority of I 
his Church and people, to Barnstable. 
- Mr. Lothrop continued as the pastor of the Church till | 
his death, November 8, 1653,—a period of twenty-eight 
years, to wit: nine years in England, five in Scituate, and 
fourteen in Barnstable. When the first meeting-house 
was erected, or the exact spot on which it stood, cannot 


be ascertained. Nor is it known of how many members 

the Church was composed. It is only known that the 

bumber of male members of the Church who accompanied 

Mr. Lothrop to Barnstable, was about twenty. Besides 

their wives and children, doubtless some members of the 
_ Congregation accompanied them to the settlement. The 
_ only record of Mr. Lothrop, which has been handed down. 
tv vur day, is of one hundred and fifty-three persons whom 
he baptized after he came to Barnstable. It is known also 
that during the time of Mr. Lothrop’s ministry there was 
_ arevival of religion; of the fruits of which, many were 
added to the Church. 

After the death of Mr. Lothrop, in 1653, the Church 
were destitute of a pastor ten years, during which time 
they were supplied by Mr. Joun Mayo, of Eastham. as a 
teacher. 

In 1663, they made choice of Rev. Toomas Wattey, 
who was ordained the same year as their pastor. In the 
records of the Church it is written of him, ‘* The Lord 

was pleased to make him a blessed peace-maker, and im- 
| proved him in the work of his house here, till March 28, 
. 1678, being Lord’s day morning, about forenoon-meeting- 
. time, and then he called him out of his earthly tabernacle 
Fiaas that house not made with hands.” His ministry . 
continued fifteen years, during which time the number 
- admitted to the Church was seventy-four, and the baptisms 
_ administered one hundred and seventy-two. During his 
ministry there are several cases of discipline recorded, 
p eaicn shows that the pastor and Church were not neglect- 

: ful of this duty. | ; 
The next pastor of the Church was Rev. JonaTHan 
RussELL, who was ordained in 1683, five years after the 
‘death of Mr. Walley. His labors with the Church were 
crowned with good success. During his ministry one 
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hundred and seventy-one were added to the Church, and 
baptism administered to four hundred and fifty-two per: 
sons. Good and wholesome discipline was also maintained 
during his administration. He continued his labors with 
the Church till his death, February 2, 1711,—a period 
of twenty-eight years. 

He was succeeded in the pastoral office by his son, 
Rev. JoNaTHAN Rovssett, who was ordained in 1712, 
His labors were faithful and long continued. The num 
ber added to the Church during his ministry was two 
hundred and forty-two,—of baptisms five hundred and 
sixty-three. His labors were continued till his death, 
September 10, 1759, —a period of forty-seven years. 

Rey. Oakes Suaw, of Bridgewater, was successor to 
Mr. Russell. He was ordained in August 1760. He was 
greatly devoted to his calling, and cared little about world. 
ly things. It has been said, that he wrote more sermons 
than any clergyman of his day. There were added to his 
Church, during his ministry, two hundred and forty ; and 
three hundred and sixty-six persons were baptized. His 
labors in the ministry were continued till his death, 
February 11, 1807,— a period of forty-six and a hall - 
years. 

Rev. Enocn Prartr was ordained as the pastor of the 
Church, October 28, 1807. During his ministry there 
were added to the Church two hundred and forty-four; 
and baptisms three hundred and eighty. Mr. Pratt hope. 
fully experienced religion four years after his settlement, 
He continued the pastor of the Church till October 8, 
1835, when he was dismissed at his own request. 

Rey. ALFRED GREENWOOD, of Boston, was ordained 
May 18, 1836, and was dismissed May 5, 1840. Ten 
persons were added to the Church, and there were nine 
baptisms. 
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Rev. Tuomas Rices was installed October 28, 1840, 
and dismissed August 22, 1842. Admitted to-the Church, 
three ; baptisms, eight. 

Rey. Atonzo Hayes was ordained May 24, 1843, and 
dismissed July 9, 1850. Added to the Church, twenty-two ; 
baptisms, twenty. 

In 1851, Rev. Epenezer CuaseE supplied the pulpit for 
seven months. In 1852, the old Church was repaired. 
The frame, erected in 1717, was found to be sound, and 
was left untouched. The house was re-dedicated Novem- 
ber 18, 1852. : 

Rey. Hiram Car.eton, of Stowe, Vt., became stated 
supply December 1852, and continued such until March 
1861. ‘There were added to the Church, thirty. Baptisms, 
thirty-one. 

Rev. Henry A. GoopHueE was ordained May 20, 1863, 
anid is still the pastor of the Church. During his ministry 
there have been added to the Church twenty-seven mem-. 
bers. Baptisms, twenty-one. 

The whole number of the members of the Church from 
the beginning, 1,372. Whole number of baptisms, 2,156, 

In the spring of 1866, a more extensive revival occurred 
than any in the history of the Church since 1819. About 
forty persons were hopefully converted, of whom twenty-. 
two have already joined the Church. 

Members, October 1866: males, 29 ; females, 56. Total, 
85. 


CENTREVILLE. 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


This Church was organized August 6, 1816, by the 
name of the South Congregational Church in Barnstable. 
- Its first settled minister was Rev. Jostan Srurtevant, 
3 
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His connection with them commenced in 1819, and con 
tinued until his death — a period of about five years. 

His successor was Rev. Witt1am Hartow, who wa 
installed in 1827, and dismissed from his pastoral connee 
tion in about three years. 

Rev. Hazaet Lucas succeeded him in 18381, and continued 
about three years, and was dismissed. 

Rev. Witit1am Mercuant was ordained in 1835, and 
sustained the pastoral relation about four years, and was 
dismissed. . 

Rev. Exvtsha Bacon commenced his labors in March 
1840. At about this time the Church was re-organized, 
taking its present title. Mr. Bacon was voted the pastor 
of the Church but was never installed. He continued in 
this relation for about seventeen years. After his retire- 
ment he still resided in the village, much respected as he 
was widely known in the Coys till his death, January 
1863. 

The pulpit was cesstistnald occupied by Rev. Messrs, 
Gilpin, Edward Chamberlain, George Ford, and E. Bur- | 
gess — by the latter for nearly three years. ; 

Rey. Wa. H. Bessom was ordained February 23d, 1860 - 
and dismissed June 2d, 1863. 

Rey. E. P. Stone acted as stated supply from Feb. 1864 . 
to March 1866. 

The Church is now, October 1866, without a pastor. 
Members: males, 27; females, 7 2. Total, 99. 


HYANNIS. 


The Congregational Church in Hyannis was organized 
January 3, 1854: 

Rev. J. U. Parsons officiated as stated supply three 
years. 
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Rev. CuarLtes MorcrmGe was installed January 21, 
195%. and dismissed November 11, 1864. During this 
period eighteen united with the Church, seven died and five 
werv dismissed. In the autumn of 1860 a debt on the 
mevting-house of $341.25 was paid, and the church edifice 
enlanzed and improved at a cost of $1,706.09. 

Rev. Hexry A. Lounspory acted as supply for this 

Church, in connection with that at West Yarmouth, from 
September 1865 to September 1866. 

In the spring of 1866 a revival was enjoyed, and a 
persons have been admitted to the Church. 

The Church is small and there are many discouraging 
features ; but it occupies an important field, where there is 
need of a living gospel. ‘ Be faithful unto death, and I 
will give thee a crown of life,” is the promise of the Head 
of the Church. 

Present membership (September 1866): males, 12; 
‘females, 22. Total, 34. 


YARMOUTH. 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


The town was incorporated in 1639. There are no 
means of ascertaining the precise time of the organiza- 
tion of the Church, but it is supposed to have been organ- 
ized soon after the above date. The early records, as far 
as to 1677, have been lost. It is not known whether Mr. 
Matthews or Mr. Miller was the first minister. Rev. Jonn 
MILLER was, for a number of years, pastor of the Church, 
but died in the ministry at Groton. 

Rev. Tuomas THornton fled from the persecution in 
England, subsequently to the Act of Uniformity, and was 
the third minister of this town. In 1692, he removed to 
Boston, and there spent the residue of his life. He was 
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succeeded by Rev. Jonn Corron, son of Rev. Joh 
Cotton, of Plymouth, and grandson of Rev. John Cotton 
of Boston. He was settled in 1698, and died 1705. 

Rev. Davip GREENLEAF, his successor, was ordained it 
1708. After twenty years, he was dismissed, in conse 
quence of the disaffection towards him of one of hi 
influential parishioners. He removed to Boston, and died 
at the age of eighty-two. 

Rey. Tuomas Smiru, his successor, was ordained in 
1729, and dismissed in 1754, tor want: of support. He 
was succeeded by Rev. Grinpatt Rawson, who was 
installed in 1755, and dismissed in 1760. He was followed 
by Rev. JoserpH Green, of Barnstable, who was ‘installed 
1762, and died 1768, aged forty-two. 

Rey. Tirmotny Arpen, of Bridgewater, was ordained 
1769 ; died Nov. 13, 1828, at the age of ninety-two aoe 
He had three sons his were ministers. 

_ Rev. NaTHanieL CoGswE.i was ordained as colleague 
with Mr. Alden, April 24, 1822; and, after nearly thirty 
years of service, resigned his charge November 18, 1851. 

During this period two powerful revivals were enjoyed, 

{in the years 1822 and 1839,) and large additions were 


made to the Church. Upon his withdrawal from the pas- 
toral office the Church took occasion “to express their: 


unfeigned testimony to the wisdom, diligence, and tender- 


ness, with which he had always performed the duties of. 
his office.” During his ministry one hundred and ninety- . 


six were added to the Church ; and (September 27, 1840,) 


fifty-eight were clismissed, at their own request, for the pur- » 


pose of organizing a new church, known in this manual, | 


as the South Congregational Church in Yarmouth. 

Rev. Anet K. Packarp was ordained December 15, 1851, 
and was dismissed October 17, 1859. The labors of Mr. 
Packard were blessed with frequent séasons of revival, 
and sixty were added to the Church. 
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Rev. Joseru B. CLark was ordained October 10, 1861, 
anlis the present pastor. The Church was visited by a revi- 
val in 1562, and was more plentifully refreshed in 1865-6. 
Seventy-cight have been added to the Church. In the 
summer of 1864 a small chapel was erected about a mile 
east of the Church, for the benefit of an out-district, at an 
expense of about $1,000. A regular service and Sunday- 
schvol are held there on the afternoons of each Sabbath. 

The present membership (October 1866) is: males, 45 ; 
females, 108. Total, 153. 
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WEST YARMOUTH. 
SOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


This Church was organized September 30, 1840, with fifty- 
six members, who were dismissed from the First Church in 
Yarmouth for that purpose. Their first minister was Rev. 
DasteL H.e¢Bascock. 

Rev. Esenezer Cuase was installed January 4, 1843, 
and dismissed January 5, 1847. 

Mr. Joun H. Weis was ordained pastor March 5, 
1851, and remained till February 27, 1856. 

Rev. Martin S. Howarp was installed November 20, 
1856, and continued pastor till April 14, 1859.’ 

Rev. Joun E. Corry labored as stated supply from 
1859 to 1861. 

Rev. Ertsna Bacon supplied the pulpit one year pre- 
vious to his death, January 12, 1863. 

Rey. RoBert SAMUEL 1 was their acting pastor for hon’ 
two years. 

Rev. Henry A. Lounssury commenced supplying this 
pulpit in connection with that of the Church in Hyannis, 
September 1, 1865, and continued one year. The Church 
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has been much reduced in late years by deaths and rem 
vals. It is at present without a pastor. 
Members: males, 5; females, 17. Total, 22. 


SOUTH DENNIS. 
SECOND CHURCH. 


This Church was organized June 16, 1817, with % 
members. Rev. Joun SanrorD was ordained their paste. 
December 30, 1818, and continued till December 30, 183i. 
when, at his own request, he was dismissed. 

At the time of Mr. Sanford’s settlement, the Churd 
and Society were small and feeble, so that he received 1 
part of his support from the society in Harwich, to which 
he preached one-fourth part of the time. Before his dis 
mission, the Society had. become large and fully able to 
sustain the gospel ministry among themselves. 

Mr. Sanford was succeeded by Rev. Taatrcuer Tuaver, 
who was ordained February 13, 1839, and, at his own 
request, dismissed October 1841 ;- since which he has been: 
settled over a Church in Newport, R. I. 

After Mr. Thayer, the pulpit was supplied for a time by; 
Rey. J. JENNINGS, from Connecticut. 

Rey. Joun H. PetrinGELt was ordained December 6,, 
1843, and dismissed September 5, 1848. : 

Rev. RicHarp TOLMAN was installed May 2, 1849, ad 
dismissed February 1852. 

Rev. Isatan C. THatcHer was installed December 21, 
1852, and dismissed May 24, 1856. 

Rev. Wa. H. Berssievusey was installed December 10, 
1856, and dismissed February 1860. Since then there has | 
been no settled pastor. The pulpit was supplied in 1861 
and 1862, by Rev. James McLean. 
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Rev. Hf. M. Stone became stated supply October 1863, 
ant -till continues. 

During the ministry of Mr. THayer, there: was an 
extensive revival. Fifty-three were at this time added to 
the Church. 

Wheelie number of admissions since the organization of 
the Church, 333. 44 have been added since 1860. 

Members October 1866: males, 27; females, 71 Total, 
v5. ' 


NORTH DENNIS. 
UNION CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


The parish in which this Church is established was 
organized in February 1720 under the name of the Yar- 
mouth East Precinct. In 1722 it gaye a call to the Rev. 
Mr. GReEENLEAF, Who was the pastor of the Church at 
- Yarmouth, and who labored for them a portion of the time. 
to become their pastor ; but this being declined, no settle- 
ment of a minister was effected until the year 1727, June 
22d, when the Rev. Jostan Dennis was settled as their 
minister, and a Church was then regularly organized, con- 
sisting of nine male members, which was further increased 
on the following August by the addition of twenty-five 
females, regularly dismissed by letters from thé Church at 
Yarmouth for that purpose. . In the year 1794 the town 
was organized and called Dennis, in honor of the memory 
of its first settled minister. In 1795, a Church having 
been established on the south side of the town, the name 
of the parish was changed from Yarmouth East Precinct 
to that of the North Parish of Dennis.. Mr. Dennis con- 
tinued to serve the Church as its minister until 1764, a 
period of 37 years, when he died in the 64th year of his 
age, beloved and lamented by his people. The Rev. 
NATHAN STOWE succeeded Mr. Dennis as the pastor of the 
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church ; he was ordained October 17, 1764, and labore 

with acceptance until the time of his death, which tra 

spired April 26, 1804, at the age of 67 years, and in th 

fortieth year: of his ministry. The Rev. Cares Home 

succeeded Mr. Stone; he was ordained the first Wednes 

day in January 1805, and died March 21st, 1813, in th 
thirty-third year of his age and the eighth year of his 
ministry. On the 27th of July, 1814, the Rey. Joserrs 
Haven was settled. He served the parish about twelve 
years, and was honorably dismissed on account of declip. 
_ ing health. March 14, 1826, the Rev. Danrex Srears 
succeeded him, and ministered to this Church until 1836, 
In 1828 difficulties arose in this parish between its mem. 
bers, both as to temporal and spiritual matters, which 
resulted in the formation of the Trinitarian North Church. 
This organization continued in existence but a few years 
and never had a stated ministry ; it was succeeded by the 


Methodists, who occupied the field until the present year, 


when for the purpose of uniting the Evangelical elements 
of the parish,‘a new Church, under the name of the‘ Union | 
Church of Christ,” was organized .by the Rev. F. HEBARD, | 
who is at present the acting pastor. This new Church is’ 


in a promising condition, and numbers 46 members, viz.: 
13 males and 33 females. 


HARWICH. 


FIRST CHURCH. 


Harwicn formerly extended across the Cape, and the | 
first Church was on the north side, now Brewster. The 


first Church in the “South Precinct” was organized in 
1746. It consisted of seven members. 
PELL, the first minister, accepted a call from the society, | 
July 6, 1747, and was soon after ordained. Ata NE | 


— 


Rev. Epwarp. 
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of the precinct and Church, July 6, 1747, it was voted to 
give him. as his salary, one hundred and sixty bushels of 
grain vearly: viz., fifteen bushels of rye, ten bushels of 
wheat. and one hundred and thirty-five bushels of Indian 
corn; sixteen cords of oak, or twenty cords of pine wood, 


- cut and drawn to his house; five loads of hay, carted and 
~ stacked; also to buy land, and build a house convenient 
_ for-a parsonage. Mr. Pell continued the pastor of the 


Church till his death, November 24, 1752, at the age of 
forty-one. He was buried, agreeably to his request, in the 
North Varish burying ground. Mr. Pell was born in 
Boston 1711, and graduated at Harvard College 1730. 
Rev. Bexsamin Crocker, a native of Barnstable, sup- 
plied the pulpit about two years, when Rev. Jonn Dennis 
received a call and was settled over the parish until about 
the year 1761. After him Rey. Benjamin Crocker again 
preached, but for how long a time is not known. In No- 
vember 1765, Rev. JonaTHaAn MILLs was invited to a settle- 
ment, and was installed in March 1766. He labored in 
this parish until his death, which occurred May 21, 1773. 
His body was interred in the parish burying ground, 
where a broad, gray slab is still conspicuous: among the 
decaying monuments of the kind. Mr. Mills was born at 
Braintree in 1698. Graduated at Harvard College 1723. 
Was settled also in Bellingham, Mass. Preached after- 
wards in Provincetown and other places, From the death 
of Mr. Mills the Church was for some years without a 
regular pastor. In 1777, Rev. Josepn Lircurietp, a 
graduate of Brown University, was preaching, and had 
been invited to settle; but during a temporary absence, 


Mr. Samuet Nickerson, a ‘New Light” preacher, was 


employed irregularly by a part of the parish, and received 
into the parish house. Mr. Litchfield afterwards went to 
Kittery, Me., where he died in 1828. 

From this time to the settlement of Rev. NatHan Unper- 
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woop, in 1792, the Society was very much weakened | 
disaffection among its members, a part of whom formed; 
new Society, — the Baptist, in the western part of th 
town. Among the ministers who preached alternately. 
each Society were Rev. Joun Jerrers, Rev. Enocu 
DREDGE, Of Barnstable, and Rev. Asa Hont. In 179} 
the Congregational Society, or ‘‘ Standing Order,” gavei 
call to Rev. Natnan Unperwoop, who was ordained 
November 21, of that year. From that time, the tn 
parishes became entirely distinct. And still anothe 
Society, the Methodist, was formed in the eastern part ¢ 
the town. Mr. Underwood continued his labors for: 
longer period than .any of his predecessors, and Wai 
finally dismissed in April 1828. He died in May 1841, 
He was a native of Lexington, a graduate of Harvard, and 
a soldier in the Revolutionary War. About the yeu 
1820, the Church was in its lowest state, not able.to 
sustain a pastor but for one-fourth part of the time: 
With this limited supply of preaching, and with but on’ 
male member in the Church, the work of the Lord began 
to revive. A few persons were added to the Church! 
After this time, with some aid from the Massachusetts 
Home Missionary Society, the following ministers were 
supported for a short time each, NarHanre, Coss, Wu. 
LiAM M. Gorne.y, Isaac W. WHEELWRIGHT, Luctus FIELD,’ 
Cates KimsBatt, WILLIAM WITHINGTON. : 
During their ministry the Church was gradually el) 
larged by individual conversions. Rev. C. Kimball being} 
still with us, but disabled from preaching by ind 
Rev. Cuartes 8. Apams then occupying the pulpit, a very). 
extensive revival of religion was enjoyed, and many per.’ 
sons were added to the Church. J. H. Avery, Winans, 
MERcHANT, and Witt1am W. Apams supplied the pulpit! 
in succession. During the ministry of the latter in the 
winter of 1841 another powerful revival was enjoyed. 
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Rev. Crrus Stone, formerly a missionary to the Indies, 
was settled in December 1844, and labored four years. 

Rev. THeornitus P.. Sawin was installed March 138, 
lsov. Preached until March 11, 1851. 

Rev. M. Hate Wiper, of Howard Street Church, 
Salem, was called September 8, 1851. Settled, and con- 


- tinued his labors until February 16, 1858. 


_ November 7, 1858, Rev. Josep R. Munsetx preached 
his tirst sermon as pastor, having preached previously as 


_ acandidate, and still continues (October 1866). 


of the Society withdrew and formed the Second Church, 
-—the Pilgrim Church in Harwichport. In 1866 unusual 


During the ministry of Rev. Mr. Wilder a large portion 


interest prevailed, and fifteen or twenty were hopefully 


ized as a church of Christ, and Rev. W. A. McCotiom . 


converted. 
Members, January 1, 1866: males, 18; females, 62.— 
Total, 80. 1 


HARWICHPORT. 
PILGRIM CHURCH. 


In March 1855 twenty persons, mostly members of the 
Church in Harwich Centre, met and formed a creed and 
covenant, and on the 24th of April were formally organ- 


was ordained as their pastor. 

‘A meeting-house had been previously erected which was 
dedicated February 1, 1855. 

Mr. McCollom remained only one year, when his health 


. failed him, and he was dismissed. 


Rey. CuarLes MorGripGE was the next minister, com- 


mencing his labors February 18, 1856, and closing them 
February 18, 1858. 


During his ministry ten persons were added to the 
Church. 
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Rev. Freperick Hesarp commenced his labors Aug 
18, 1858, and closed them February 18, 1864. 

The Church was blessed with a revival in the winte. 
1858-59, and as its fruits twelve persons were admit 
to its membership. 

Rey. Atvan J. Bares became acting pastor Februr 
26, 1865, and is now (1866) their minister. 

Present number of members, September 8, 186 
males, 13; females, 38. Total, 46. 


CHATHAM. 


The Congregational Church in this town was orga 
ized, and its first pastor, Rev. Josep Lorp, ordaine 
by a council convened June 15,1720. The number 
male members was seven. ‘The pastor elect preached th 
ordination sermon. He appears to have been a rigk 
disciplinarian, extending the watch and censures of th 
church to the baptized children. He continued his pasts 
ral labors till his death in 1748, — a period of twenty-eigh 
‘ years, during which time, one hundred and forty-thre 
were admitted to full communion, and thirteen to th 
half-way Covenant, (the Church being organized on th” 
plan of the half-way Covenant,) and four hundred an 
ninety-two were baptized. 

Rey. SrepHen Emery received a call to settle Octoba 
12, 1748 ; and was installed May 19, 1749. He died May 
18, 1782, after a ministry of thirty-three years with thi 
Church, During this period, one hundred and thirty-five 
were admitted to the Church, and six hundred and eighty. 
one baptized. 

Rev. Tuomas Rosy was ordained October 22, 1783, aii 
dismissed in 1794. During his ministry of eleven years, 
sixty-six were admitted to the Church. 
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Rev. Ernrata Brices was ordained 1796; and died 
July 22. 1316, in the twentieth year of his ministry. He 
admitted ninety-one members to the Church, and baptized 
three hundred and forty-nine. (He was son of the 
Rev. Mr. Briggs of Halifax, who had five sons ministers 
of the Gospel.) 

‘Rev. Stetson Raymonp was ordained April 9, 1817; 
and «dismissed June 24, 1829. During his ministry of 
thirteen years, he admitted to the Church one hundred 
andl seven; (of these, forty-six were the fruits of a revival 
in 1x17 and 1824;) baptized one hundred and fifty-six. 
After Mr. Raymond, Rev. Mr. Scovet was hired one 
year; Rev. Mr. FLETCHER also preached several months. 
In 1831, Rey. Joun F. Stone was hired, and labored two 
years ; and admitted eight to the Church. After him, Rev. 
Joux A. Vinton labored with the Church two years, 
during which time, nine were admitted to the Church. 

Rev. Cuartes RockwELi was installed May 27, 1838 ; 
anil was dismissed at his request in 1845. During his 
ministry there were considerable additions to the Church} 
as the fruits of several seasons of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord. | 

Rey. E. W. Tucker was ordained as pastor, March 238, 
1846; and was dismissed at his own request, March 28, 
1852. Fifty-seven persons were admitted hy profession, 
and forty-four infants were baptized. . 

Rev. Noapiau S. Dickinson was installed December 29, 
1852, and dismissed January 19, 1858. During his min- 
istry, nineteen persons were admitted to the Church. 

Rey. Carvin Cuarman commenced his labors in June, 
1858, and spent one year with the Church. 

Rey. E. B. Frenco was ordained as pastor May 2, 
1860. He was dismissed May 20, 1862. Number of 
persons admitted to the Church during his ministry, 24, 
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| : 2 
Rev. A. C. Cuiips was acting pastor from November} 
1862, to April 1865; and was immediately succeeded b 
Rev. Grorce Rircure, whose ministry still, continue 
(1866). 

In the spring of 1866, five persons were hopeful 
converted. 

A new and more eligible site has been chosen for th 
meeting-house, and a building which will cost $7,0X 
or $8,000 is in process of erection (September 1866). 

Number of members of the Church, September 3, 1866, 
males, 32; females, 80. Total, 112. 


ORLEANS. © 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


This town, formerly a part of Eastham, was incorpora- 
ted in 1797. Rev. Samuet Osporn, who was ordained at 
Eastham, in 1718, and removed to this place, with a part’ 
of the Church, in 1719, was the first minister to this people. 
(Whether this branch of the Church in Eastham was or- { 
ganized here after the separation cannot be ascertained, ; 
nor the number that composed it at that time.) He con- 
tinued the pastor of this Church about twenty years, when | 
he was dismissed on account of the laxity of his religious ; 
sentiments, he having embraced the doctrines of Arminius. 
From this place he removed to Boston, where he kept a 
private grammar school, and died when nearly one bina 
dred years old. | 

He was succeeded by Rev. JosepH Crocker, in 1739, ; 
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who continued his labors with the Church till his death in | 
1772,—a period of thirty-three years. On his tombstone = 
is found the following inscription :. ‘‘ Here lies Rev. Joszrn | 
Crocker, the pious, faithful and respected pastor of the — 
Church in this town, who, willing rather to be absent from 
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the body, and to be present with the Lord, died March 
the 2d, 1772, in the fifty-eighth yen of his ages and the 
thirty-third year of his ministry.” 

He was succeeded the same year by the Rev. JoNATHAN 
Bascox, of Lebanon, Connecticut. He died March 8, 
1407. in the sixty-seventh year of his age, and the thirty- 
fifth of his ministry. He was richly endowed with minis- 
terial grace. At the time of his ordination, the number 
of members of his Church was one hundred and eighty- 
three; and two hundred and thirty-six were added during | 
the thirty-five years of his ministry. | 

Rev. DasreL Jonnson, of Bridgewater, succeeded him 
in the pastoral office, May 11, 1808. He continued the 
pastor of the Church twenty years, and.was then dismissed, 
at his request, believing that it was not best for him to 
continue any longer. When he was settled, he was a 
Unitarian in faith; but was soon convinced of the error, 
and ‘was hopefully converted. He became a pious, judi- 
cious and faithful minister of Christ. During his min- 
istry, there were revivals of religion, and one nana rer and 
fifty were added to the Church. 

After the dismission of Mr. Jounson, in 1828, the 
Church were without a settled ministry till 1835, during 
which time they were supplied by the Rev. Messrs. Tur- 
WER, SCOVEL, Bartiy and Boyter. During their ministry, 
fifty were added to the Church. 

Rev. StittmMan Pratt was ordained as their pastor April 
22,1835; and continued his labors four years, to April 23, 
1839, during which time seventy were added to the 
Church. | 

Rev. Jacop Waite commenced his labors among the 
people in 1841, and continued as stated supply till 1860; 
when, by reason of ill health. he was compelled to give up 
his charge, and the work which had been his delight for 
nearly twenty years. He removed to Lyneboro’, N. H., 


i 
; 
j 


40) 


where he died April 3, 1866, aged 60 years. His rema 
are buried, by his own request, among his former peor 
During his ministry, eighty-three were added to the Chur 

The pulpit was subsequently supplied by Rev. Mess 
Wm. E. Dickinson, Orlando H. White and Jos. W. Tat 
ton. During the winter of 1864, under the labors of Re 
Mr. Tarleton, a revival of religion was enjoyed, as t 
fruit of which, some sixty Esnaaiin commenced the ms 
tian life. 

Rev. J. E. M. Wricut commenced his labors he 
November 12, 1865, and still continues as acting pastor, 


Present membership (September satnes i males 2 
females 95. Total 117. 


EASTHAM. 


This Church was organized in 1646, about two year 
after the town began to be settled. Joun Mayo, of Bo: 
ton, born in England, labored with them as their teache 
till 1675; when Rev. Samven Treat, of Milford, Com 
was ordained as their pastor. He was a faithful an 
untiring preacher of the Gospel, both to his own, pe 
ple and the Indians who surrounded him. He was abk 
to read and write the Indian language with facility. h 
1693 there were within the limits of Eastham five hu 
dred and five Indians, to whom he preached the Gospe, 
and whom he taught to read it. Among them, he gath 


ered a Church, to whom he ministered in connection with 
his own. t 
He appears to have been an uncommonly holy man, 
beloved in life, and greatly lamented in death by his 
brethren in the ministry, his own people and the native 
to whom he ministered. 
The following inscription is found on his tombstone: 
‘¢ Here lies the body of the late learned and Rev. Samuri 
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‘Treat. the pious and faithful pastor of this Church, who, 
‘after a very zealous discharge of his ministry for the space . 
| Of forty-tive years,-and laborious travail for the souls of 


. the Indian natives, fell asleep in Christ, March 18, 1716, 


arene, 


im the sixty-ninth year of his age.” 
Rev. SamueL Ossporn succeeded Mr. Treat in 1718. 
The next year, the Church was divided, and Mr. Osborn 


_ removed into the south part of the township. He was 
, sacceeded by Rev. BenyamMin Wess, who was ordained in 
' 4720 over the Church which remained. He continued his 


- attatched 


labors till his death, in 1746, a period of twenty-six years. 
He was succeeded by Rev. Epwarp CuHeEever, in 1751, 
who continued his pastoral connection till his death, in 


' 1794, — a period of forty-three years. 


Ile was succeeded by Rev. PHILANDER SHaw, i in 1795. 


He sustained the pastoral relation to this Church till the 


spring of 1838,—a period of more than forty-one years. 
His last illness was attended with triumphant faith in his 
Redeemer. ‘‘I once thought or feared,” said he, ‘ that 
when I came to my journey’s end, I should be down in. 
the valley; but, instead of that, I am on Mount Pisgah, 
looking into the promised land, and waiting my depar- 
ture.” 

Rev. Strttuan Pratr succeeded Mr. Shaw for about six 
months, as a supply. 

Rey. Dantet H. Bascock was ordained November 1839, 
and was dismissed in 1840. Rev. Solomon Hardy was 
employed as a supply, and continued with them about two 
years. He was succeeded by Rev. Enoch Pratt. 

Rev. Epwarp W. Nose commenced his labors in No- - 
vember 1846; and closed them in December 1849. For 
the next two years, the pulpit was supplied by Rev. J. H. 
Wells and Rev. Stephen Bailey; and from 1851 to 1859 
by Rev. Ebenezer Chase. 
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Since that time, no public worship has been observe 
and the Church has become extinct. 


WELLFLEET. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


The first house for public worship in Wellfleet vs 
built before the year 1720. For ten years, the pulpit ws 
supplied by four different ministers. The Church vs 
organized in 1730; and Rev. Isaran Lewis was ordaind 
pastor, September 23, the same year. His connection wit 
the Church was dissolved by his death, October 8, 178 
During his active ministry, two hundred and nineteen wer 
added to the Church. 

Rev. Levi Wuirman was settled as colleague with Mr. 
Lewis, April 13, 1785; and continued pastor to July 4, 
1808, when he was dismissed. Thirty-three were added. 
to the Church during his ministry. 

Rev. Trrorny Davis was ordained pastor, November 16, 
1808. He was dismissed at his own request, April 21, 
1830. One hundred and sixty were received by him into! 
the Church. | 

From June 17, 1830, to March 1838, Rev. SrerHen Bar 
LEY preached as stated supply, during which time one 
hundred and fifty-nine were added to the Church. 

From March 1838, to February 1840, the pulpit was | 
supplied by different ministers; and thirty-four joey 
were admitted to the Church. 

Rev. Wu. H. Apams was ordained pastor, February 19, | 
1840 ; and was dismissed in May 1841. He received inelve t 
into the Church. . 

From 1841 to 1843, the pulpit was supplied by different | 
ministers ; and sixty-four were added to the Church. 
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In 1343, Rev. Jonn Dopp was installed pastor, and 


‘ remained till March 15, 1846; during which time, seven- 
"teen were added to the Chureh. 


Rev. Citas. C. Beasran was installed pastor, December 
1, 1-16; and was dismissed November 19, 1851. He 


tecvived sixty-three into the Church. 


From 1351 to 1853 the Church had no settled pastor. _ 

Rev. Geo. Denam commenced his labors, May 4, 1853 ; 
ani was dismissed in 1855. He admitted twelve to the 
Church. 

Rey, Samcet Hoprey was installed March 11, 1857; 


and continued pastor tit July 31,1860. He admitted 


/ BDineteen to the Church. 


ov a ORR fe ee 


For nearly three years, the Church was without a settled 
pastor, during a part of which time the pulpit was supplied 
by Rev. Asa Mann. 

Rev. Geo. F, Waker was ordained July 2, 1864, and 
still continues pastor. Present membership: males, 83; 
females, 139. Total, 222. 


‘WELLFLEET, SOUTH. 
SECOND CHURCH. 


This Church was organized December 4, 1833, with 
twenty-eight members. They were dismissed for this 
purpose from the First Church of Wellfleet. Rev. Timo- 
tuy Davis supplied them the first six months. Subse- 
quently, the following niinisters labored here, commencing _ 
according to the annexed dates :—-° 


Rev. Jonn Orcutt, September 21, 1884. 
‘© Enoca Pratt, April 17, 1836. 
“© Isaac Jones, January 4, 18387. 
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Rev. Sotomon Harpy, January 1, 1838. 
‘© Isaac A. Bassett, January 27, 1842. 
‘6 “Wooster WILLEY, 1842. 
‘© Henry Van Hovuren, February 9, 1844. 
‘¢ SrepHen Baitey, December 27, 1849. 
‘¢ ~Ezexiet Dow, 1852. 
‘¢ Enocn Sanrorp, December 10, 1854. 
‘¢ 6JosepH H. Parrick, June 5, 1857. 
‘© Witiiam E. Catpwe tt, October 4, 1862. 


Rev. Mr. CatpweE tt closed his labors, March 5, 1865. — 
Rev. -H. M. Rocers commenced supplying the pulpit, 
July 9, 1865; and continues acting pastor at the present’ 
time. 
This Church has enjoyed, in its history, several revival 
seasons, the most extensive of which was during the min. 
istry of Rev. Hiram Orcurt, when eighty-five members 
were added. Membership at the present time (September. 
1866) : males, 48; females, 87. Total, 135. 


me 


TRURO. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


The place began to be settled in 1700. It was first 
called Dangerfield by the whites. Its Indian name wal 
Pamet. It was incorporated in 1709, by the name of 
Truro. | 

The Church was organized November 1, 1711, with} 
. Seven members. The Rev. Jonn Avery was the pat 

pastor. He was a physician as well as pastor, and was! 
greatly beloved by his people. Mr. Avery came to this} 
place as a candidate for settlement in 1709, received a. 7 
call to settle in 1710, and was ordained November 1, 1711; 
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and continued in the ministry about forty-four years. 
His faithful and affectionate labors were blessed, and three 
hundred and sixty-seven were added to the Church. He 
died April 23, 1754, aged sixty-nine. 

Rev..CaLtes Upuam, his successor, was ordained Octo- 
ber 29, 1755; and died April 9, 1786, aged sixty-three, 
having labored among them thirty-one years; during 
which time two hundred and eighty-six were added to the 
Pane : 

Rev. Jupe Damon, who succeeded him, was ordained 
Nov phox 15, 1786; and died November 19, 1828, in the 
seventy-seventh year of his age, and the forbyswenGra of 
his ministry. In this time, one hundred and eighty-six 
were added to the Church. 

Till near the close of his life, his connection with his 
people had been very happy. This peace and quiet then 
became interrupted through the influence of sectarianism, 
which alienated many from him. 

Rev. StepHen Battery succeeded him in the Zapply of 
the pulpit about five years, but was not installed as pastor. , 
During his ministry, fifty-two were added to the Church. 

Rey. Stas Baxker, his successor, was ordained March . 
7, 1832, and dismissed May 11, 1834. 

Rey. Cuarzes Boyter continued in the pastoral relation 
from March 16, 1836, to June 6, 1843. Fifty-two were 
added to the Church during his ministry. 

Rev. Grorce Goopyear was settled February 18, 1846 ; 
and dismissed in June, 1849. 

Rev. Epwarp W. Noste, the present pastor of the 
Church, was ordained December 26, 1849. Forty-one 
members have been received during his ministry. The 
present membership (September 1866) is: ‘males, 42; 
females, 64. Total, 106. 
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NORTH TRURO. 


ee tDER TR LT Se aatind 


This Church was organized May 22, 1842, and consists 
of twenty-seven members, who had been dismissed fra 
the First Church for the purpose. At that time the pulpit 
was supplied by Mr. Bensasmn N. Sournearte, a youn 
man of much promise, who lived but a month after it 
organization. t 

This Church is connected with a sooty called ‘* Th 
Christian Union Society.” By the terms of union, the 
pulpit is to be supplied one-half of the time by a Metho: 
dist minister, and one-half by a Congregationalist. 

Rev. Ossorn Myrick preached from October 1842, to’ 
March 1845. During his ministry, five were added to the. 
Church. There was an addition of three members in 1848, 

Rev. J. M. Lorp preached from 1851 to 1854. Two: 
members were added during his ministry. 

Rev. Geo. W. Roaers, then a Methodist minister, scl 
a Congregationalist, preached from 1854 to 1856. | 

Rev. Jos Cusnman from 1856 to 1859. 

Rev. PHitanDER Bates commenced his labors in March 
1863. Between that time and January 1866, four mem- |: 

bers were added to the Church; and, besides these, several : 
hopeful conversions occurred. The present membership 
(September 1866), is: males, 4; females, 12. Total, 16 


PROVINCETOWN. 


This town was early settled, but was not: incorporated {. 
until 1727. 


The first minister of whom there is any record was ; 
Rev. Samvuet Speak, who left in 1741. Other ministers, | 
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‘among whom were Rev. Mr. Green and Rev. Mr. MILL, 

> were employed to preach until 1769, when Rev. SAMUEL 

'Parxer, of Barnstable, was ordained as pastor. He con- 

‘tinued his ministry until his last illness, dying April 11, 
1811. 

Rev. NATHANIEL STONE, of Dennis, son of Rey. Nathan 
Stone, was installed November 19, 1817; and continued 
, his labors till 1837, a period of twenty years, when he 
‘was dismissed at his own request, and removed to the 
’ State of Maine. 

‘ After the dismissal of Mr. Stone, they had no settled 
‘minister, and seldom had preaching, for several years. 
Tn consequence, the Church and Society became almost 
extinct. About 1841-2, efforts were commenced and suc- 
cessfully prosecuted, to revive the Church and Society. 
‘Rev. Catvin WHITE was employed to labor with and for 
them some number of months, and especially in an agency 
to raise funds for the erection of a new house of worship. 
This house was dedicated in October 1843, at which time, 
‘and some months antecedently and subsequently, Rev. L. 
R. Eastaan was laboring with them as supply. 
_ In 1845, Rev. Ossorn Myrick was laboring as stated 
supply ; ; and in 1846 was installed as pastor. He continued 
‘in this relation twenty years, till his dismission in June, 
1866. He had been for several years of longer standing — 
= a settled pastor than any other in the county, was 
: widely known in the county, and beloved not only by his 
own people, but by all who knew him. His removal is a 
loss to the Conference with which he has been connected 
longer than any other clerical member. ‘This Church has 
had much to contend with, but upon the whole has been 
slowly gaining. 
Number of members, September 1866; males, 12; 
females, 47. Total, 59. 
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NANTUCKET. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 


Very little is known relative to this Church prior toi 
year 1761. The oldest Church records which have 
preserved, commence with June 27 of that year. 
there are evidences and traces of its existence for a 
of more than fifty years preceding that date, — as, 
example, a bill found among old papers, bearing date 
1711, for timber for building a meeting-house.* 
Timothy White officiated as early as June 25, 1732. 

Rev. Mr. Maynew was laboring in this field in 1i 
He had been settled, but for how long is unknown. 
was dismissed in 1766. There are no data from whic 
correct inference can be drawn in regard to the success 
his labors, or the state of religious interest at the tin 
There is only evidence, that the Church was small in nu 
bers, and feeble in reference to pecuniary means; and 
the eye of the Lord was upon her for good, and his or 
right hand protected and sustained her. 

_ The original meeting-house was first located = 
mile north-westerly from the town, and in 1765 mo 
into town, and rebuilt. In 1834 it was moved afew rods 
from the spot on which it was re-erected, and fitted for 
vestry; and on its former site, called Beacon Hill, no 
stands a new meeting-house, built and dedicated in ‘1834 

Rev. BezaLeeL Suaw was settled in 1766, and conti 
ued in the faithful discharge of his ministerial duties til 


* It is worthy of remark, that, although the Island of Nantucket, at th 
present time, presents to the eye, of its natural scenery, little else thy 
sterile or moss-grown hills, the timber used in the building of this meeting 


Fe house was obtained from the huge and towering white oaks of its om 


native forests, with which the island was covered, and which, to a grea 
extent, were left standing about a century ago. 
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Bi- death, in 1797,— a period of thirty-one years. He 
was plain man, of respectable talents, and very much 
estevtierl, not only by his own Society, but also by others, 
anh especially by the Society of Friends, then a numerous 
devtion the Island. A native preacher of that sect was 
oe of his intimate associates, and they cordially and 
reciprocally visited each other. 

It may be of some interest to notice that the Society 
voted for his salary what would purchase nearly as much 
ia that day as may now be procured for one thousand dol- 
lars per year, showing that it was considered politic as 
well as a duty to provide ample means for the comfortable 
: support of a minister and his family, that his whole time 
aul talents might be consecrated to the duties of the min- 
istry, and his mind be free from all the cares and perplexi- 
ties of secular pursuits. And this is the more remarkable, 
«hen it is considered that at that time a large proportion 
of the inhabitants of the Island were Frienps, who have 
always been opposed to the practice of paying ministers 
any salary; and whose influence, of course, would be con- 
siderably felt in other societies. 

Rev. James GuRNEY was settled in 1799, and dismissed 
in 1319, 

Rev. Anner Morse was settled in 1819, and dismissed 
in 1322. 

Rev. StepmeN BarLey was settled in 1823, and dis- 
missed in 1827. 

Rev. NATHANIEL Cops was settled in 1827, : and dis- 
missed in 1829. . 

Rev. STEPHEN Mason was settled in 1830, and dismissed 
in 1830. bad 

Rev. Witt1am J. Breep was settled in 1835, and dis- 
missed in 1839. 

Rev. George C, Partripce was settled in 1839, and 
aismissed in 1841. 
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Rev. Joun S. C: Asporr was settled in 1841, and if 
missed in 1843. ! 

Rev. Cuarztes Ricu was settled in 1844, and was d 4 : 
missed May 21, 1847. et. 

Rey. George Tuarcuer was installed November lige, - 
and dismissed May 1850. ) . 

Rey. Bensamin JUDKINS was ordained April 1, if a4 
and dismissed June 1855. Nj 

Rey. J. E. Swattow was installed August 1856. Int < 4 : 
revival of 1858, on the 4th of July, thirty-six persoujets ; 
united by profession with the Church. All ages were reper 
resented from the man of seventy-five winters to the 
of fifteen, and the memory of that Sabbath is yet fragranae: 
Mr. Swallow’s health failing, he was dismissed Aug. gic 
1858. i 
Rrv. Henry E. Dwicur acted as supply neha No nf % 
ember 1858, to October 1859; and Rev. Isaac C. Wam per’ 
from January 1861 to February 1862. 

Rev. S. D. Hosur began his labors in April 1862, andis 
still acting pastor. In 1864, fourteen persons were added togge «: 
the Church. Ten joined in 1866. A centennial discourses 4 
was preached by the pastor in the lecture-room (the oll ey. 
church) Sabbath eve, Oct. 15, 1865. ae 

Present number: 50 males; 226 females. Total, 276,— 2} * 
of whom about 70 are non-residents. re, 

Whole number from beginning: since 1761, the names a. 
of 861 are recorded. Records previous to that time are a 
lost.. The whole number is supposed to exceed 900. 


